





The (Non)Site of Atopon
rhetorical positivity, Hermeneutical Negativity 













scattered	and	oblique.	 In	 the	auto-collected	Gesammelte	Werke  there  is  the 


























What	 is	 compelling	 about	 the	 fragment	 is	 Gadamer’s	 centering	 of	 atopon 
in	regards	 to	his	 theoretical	schematic,	 the	precise	 linking	of	atopon  to  the 
elementary	themes	of	philosophical	hermeneutics:	the	concept	of	world,	the	
problem	of	 interpretation,	 the	 notions	 of	 dialogue	 and	 language,	 the	 ques-
tion of tradition and temporality. The acuity of this account of atopon may 
be	 read	as	 a	kernel	of	 a	hermeneutic	ontology,	 a	 certain	abstraction	of	 the	
contingencies,	 concerns,	 and	 movements	 of	 a	 philosophical	 hermeneutics	
described	 here	 by	Gadamer:	 that	 the	 realization	 of	 a	 hermeneutic	 relation	
turns	on	the	sequential	condition	of	the	disruption	of	a	generic	homogeneous	

















































When	 considering	 Gadamer’s	 overall	 project	 as	 the	 desired	 account	 of	 a	
hermeneutic	universality,	the	formulation	of	rhetoric	and	hermeneutics	in	this	











alterities	 of	 linguisticality,	 the	 possible	 fragmentations	 inherent	 to	 linguis-
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in	 this	process	 is	 the	 formalization	of	a	 topos	 through	 language,	 these	ele-





of	 language,	 “language	 as	 the	medium	 through	which	 understanding	 takes	
place”,	“Being,	that	can	be	understood	is	language”,	rhetoric	denotes	a	lucid	
example	of	 the	positive	aspect	of	 these	formulas,	speaking	directly	 to	 their	
imperatives.8








stitution,	 a	 precise	 dissolution	 of	 the	 preceding	 homogeneity.	 Considering	
the	Gadamerian	theses	of	the	universality	of	the	hermeneutic	problem,	of	the	
hermeneutic	consciousness,	this	is	a	necessary	shift	whose	eventuality	hinges	




with	 a	 universalization	 of	 rhetoric	 according	 to	 their	 actualization	 through	
linguisticality	where	the	reference	to	atopon	is	made:	The	opposition	given	











Or,	 the	 rehabilitation	 of	 rhetoric	 in	 these	




There	 is	a	subtextual	affinity	 throughout	 the	
text	made	by	Gadamer	between	ideology	and	
rhetoric;	 thus,	 in	 the	 form	 of	 an	 analysis	 of	
rhetoric,	Gadamer	presents	his	critique	of	the	
Marxian	denotation	of	ideology	as	false	con-
































































































a	 pure	 origin	 from	which	 subsequent	 fractures	 develop.	The	 inconsistency	
in	the	progression	is	to	be	noted	regarding	the	facticity	which	stimulates	the	
rhetorical. The rhetorical in itself implies a gap in the necessity and task of 
















their mobilization of  linguisticality as constituted by  the “disturbance”  that 
necessitates	 their	 approach.	 There	 is	 now	 the	 image	 of	 an	 interlacing	 of	
















mation	 of	 tradition,	 the	 historically	 effected	
consciousness,	prejudice	etc…
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understanding-interpretation	 dialogic	 structure,	 in	 that	what	 is	 altered	 here	




ontology	of	 language	 is	 the	possiblity	 for	 this	privative?	Taking	atopon  as 


















































































necessary	 relation	 to	 Heidegger’s	 Ereignis; 
however,	 also	 supplements	 in	 the	 form	 of	






































































































In  his  seminar  on  thaumazein,	 conducted	 in	
Freiburg	 in	 1937–38,	Heidegger’s	 denotation	


















Perhaps	 the	 most	 prominent	 example	 of	
(non)relation from the phenemonological tra-
dition	can	be	said	to	be	Heidegger’s	account	
of	 death,	 (finititude):	 “Death,	 as	 the	 end	 of	




when	 all	 relation	 dissolves,	 death	 as	 not	 of	
the	world,	 the	placeless:	 a	 status	mimicking	
atopon.  Insofar  as  the  fundamental  authen-
ticity of Dasein is constituted by the manner 
in	 which	Dasein	 relates	 itself	 to	 death,	 that	
is,	 being-towards-death	 (this	 identification	
of	a	 limit	concept	as	dictating	 the	possible),	












constituted	by	 the	gaps	 in	 this	syntax	as	by	 its	specific	elementary	content	
–	 that	world	possesses	a	 fundamental	 relation	 to	 its	privative.	Perhaps	 this	
























Retorička pozitivnost, hermeneutička negativnost 
i privativno svijeta
Sažetak
Budući su reference na pojam atopon	u	djelu	Hans-Georg	Gadamera	rijetke,	ta	se	opskurnost	
kontrastira sa značenjem što ga Gadamer pripisuje terminu: može se čitati kao fenomen na 
temelju kojega je filozofijska hermeneutika kontingentna. Članak nudi čitanje atopon-a	kakvo	
je	razvijeno	u	Gadamerovu	tekstu	»Rhetorik,	Hermeneutik	und	Ideologiekritik«.	Shema	što	ju	
je predložio Gadamer jest kratkotrajni niz gdje atopon služi kao utemeljujući fenomen koji daje 
potencijalnu retoričku ili hermeneutičku jezičnost. Ta shema tako donosi rudimenarnu sliku 







Atopon – das Ortlose
rhetorische positivität, hermeneutische Negativität 














La place (à part) de l’Atopon
La positivité rhétorique, la négativité herméneutique 






texte	 «	Rhetorik,	 Hermenutik	 und	 Ideologiekritik	».	 Dans	 le	 schéma	 proposé,	 l’atopon	 est	 le	
phénomène	constitutif	d’un	langage	potentiellement	rhétorique	ou	herméneutique.	Ce	schéma	
donne	ainsi	une	idée	rudimentaire	des	différentes	explications	possibles	de	l’atopon	et	ouvre	la	
voie	à	d’autres	développements	de	la	notion.
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